“Readers Review”
Introduction

The purpose of this “book-report” type journal is to provide a means of applying
critical thinking, creative writing, grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension skills while
also developing a portfolio of the resources you have completed. The questions are
designed to promote comprehension, integration, and critical thinking. Each question
should be answered in complete paragraphs giving as much detail and/or specifics as
possible.

The Readers Review is divided into two main sections. One is designed for
reviewing literary works and the other for historical books. The questions vary so that
different books will generate unique responses. Each book review contains space for
general information such as title, author, original publication date, moral or main lesson
presented, and so on. Then a variety of specific questions are listed to stimulate in
depth interaction with the presentation of the material read.

Each review ends with a section for writing a complete summary in your own
words. There is also a section for listing and defining new vocabulary words. If there are
consistently no or few new words learned, then the reading level is beneath the reader
and more scholarly materials should be sought.

Remember, writing is first a thinking skill. Writing that is specific, organized and
clear comes from thinking that is precise, logically organized and crystal clear. Poor
writing is vague, general and lacks logical organization and clarity. To improve our
writing we must improve our thinking. How can we improve both our writing and
thinking? Proper practice makes perfect. Write thinking, write thinking and keep on
thinking as you write. Day after day, keep on writing and thinking.



Literary Work
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher:

1. What was the author’s main purpose for writing this book?  How do you know?




2. Do you agree with the author’s view point? Why or why not?

3. Compare and contrast the setting of this story with life as it is today.




4. Rate the spiritual quality of this book. How godly were the characters? Explain
your answers fully.

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Literary Work
“Reader’s Review”

Title:

Author:

Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher:

1. Discuss in detail the moral character of three persons in this book. Are they

biblically sound and motivated or not? Use excerpts to support your answers. State
your personal agreement or disagreement with specific characters and why.




2. Was the theme clearly developed in an orderly style? Give detailed examples.

3. Does the idea(s) presented support scriptural truths? Explain fully.




4. How would you improve upon this book?

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Literary Work
“Reader’s Review”

Title:

Author:

Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher:

1. Give 5 key elements you personally look for in a good book? Explain each and

rate this particular book on how it met or failed to meet your expectations in each of
these five categories. Be specific and give examples.




2. Would you recommend this book? Are there any godly aspects to it? State your
reasons.

3. Did the author use strong valid evidence to prove his/her points? Give examples.




4. Describe how the author presented the pro-protagonist and the ant-antagonist?
What does this tell you about the author’s beliefs?

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Literary Work
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher:

1. Summarize the worldview (belief about God, man, good and evil, and the world
in general) of this author. Give specific examples.




2. Was the book thought provoking? State how and why or why not.

3. Highlight the points of the book in which you disagree and show why with
biblical reasons?




4. \WWho were the main characters of the book and what can we learn from them? Be
specific with examples.

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Literary Work
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher:

1. How does this book differ from other similar books? Why is it different?




2. Summarize the most significant point of this book. State why.

3. What points or examples in the book go against what God says? Be specific.




4. What was the significance of the main character(s) of the book and why? Be
specific with examples.

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Historical Works
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher: Time Period Covered:

1. Explain in detail the three most interesting facts learned from this book.




2. What was the author’'s main purpose in writing this book? Explain how you
concluded this.

3. How can you see God’s hand in the event of this book? Give examples.




4. Why are the acts presented in this account important for you to know today?

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Historical Works
“Reader’s Review”

Title:

Author:

Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher: Time Period Covered:

1. If the events had effected the opposite results how would that have changed life
today?




2. What was the author’'s main purpose in writing this book? Explain how you
concluded this.

3. Describe a few of the customs, activities etc. that we have lost but wish we still
had today. Give examples.




4. If God's word was followed more fully, how would have that changed the events?
Give three examples.

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Historical Works
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher: Time Period Covered:

1. What events are the most significant and how has that changed life today? Give
specific examples.




2. Is this account mostly subjective or objective? Support your answers with
examples.

3. What was the author’'s main purpose in writing this book? Support your answers.




4. Why do you think God caused or allowed these events to take place?

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Historical Works
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher: Time Period Covered:

1. Explain how the author or historical characters see God’s hand in the events.




2. ldentify and describe the three most significant events in this book. Show why
and support your answers with examples.

3. What was the author’'s main purpose in writing about these particular accounts
and characters? Support your answers.




4. Choose two key events and describe the outcome if the characters would have
obeyed God instead of doing it their own way?

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Historical Works
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher: Time Period Covered:

1. What events are the most significant and how has that changed life today? Give
specific examples.




2. Is this account mostly subjective or objective? Support your answers with
examples.

3. What was the author’'s main purpose in writing this book? Support your answers.




4. Why do you think God caused or allowed these events to take place?

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




Historical Works
“Reader’s Review”

Title:
Author:
Lesson/Moral:

Original Publication Date: Publisher: Time Period Covered:

1. Explain how the author or historical characters see God’s hand in the events.




2. ldentify and describe the three most significant events in this book. Be specific.

3. What was the author’'s main purpose in writing about these particular accounts
and characters? Support your answers.




4. Choose one key event & describe the possible outcome if it happened differently.

Identify and define new vocabulary words, then use them in an original sentence.




Summarize the book with at least 3 points (Beginning, middle, ending):




